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STATINTL 

2:;c^utivo Registry 

SPECIAL MEMO lun# 16, 195S 

To: My Colleagues in the Oivleion of Higher Education 

Subject: Recent Trip to U.S.SoR., May 6 - June 10, 1938 

QUOIATIOM MOT AUTHORIZED FOR AMY PURPOSE OR PMDBR ARY CIRCUMST AilCES 



He left Heshington on Tuesday, Hay 6, without visas for U.S»S..R<. 

Took off from Idlewild at 3:30 p.m. on Scandanavien Airlines DC-7C and 
arrived in Copenhagen about 8:00 a.m., Wednesday morning. May 7, having 
flown right over Glasgow and Edinburgh in the early morning before crossing 
the North Sea. Could see all the early trains chuffing into town as we 
flew over Scotland; and the mountains and glens. He only had about three 
hours of darkness that night. 

One day in Copenhagen,- a delightful city. Through the adroit 
maneuvering of the Counselor at the Anericaii Enhassy, our visas for li„S.S.R. 
were secured. 

Left Copenhagen, Thursday a.m., by SAS for direct flight te Moscow, - 
about four hours. All quite routine. Landed in the driscle; mre received 
by a delegation from the Ministry of Education; checked in at the Hotel 
Metropol; and got squared awey with our interpreters, etc. 

He spent one week in Moscow, visiting schools, institutes, teachers 
colleges, a youth nature study and touring canter (like our Boy and Girl 
Scouts); went to a Bolshoi Opera Ballet; saw the Soviet version of Cinerama; 
saw most of the sights,- the Kremlin, the tomb of Lenin and Stalin (they 
itill seen to be well preserved) ; and poked about a good deal in various 
stores. He had very productive cMifereiMeB with officials in the Hlristry 
of Education, the Ministry of Higher Education, and the Institute of 
Pedagogical Sciences . A ^ ^ v 

,, Then we took off on our 16 day tour by chartered plane (like « C<mvair) , 
accompanied by a camera crew of about tea people who made a one-hour long 
film of our trip. He spent about two days or slightly more in each of the 
following placea (which are easily found on a map of U.S.S.R.), a swing of 
Just about 6,500 miles. East of Moscow to Kazan. Then to Sverdlovsk, which 
is Just over the Urals in Siberia. South -south-east to Alma-Ata in the foot- 
hills of the Himalayas and only a few hundred miles from China. Then west 
to Tashkent. An all-night hop from Tashkent to Sochi, the Black See resort 
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(•topped for gaa et Ashkabod, practically oa ttie border of Iran, and at 
Baku, Just after we had cro«aed the Caspian Sea). We flew right up a 
beautiful valley between the Gaspittk and Black Seas, with the Caucaeua 
Mountains rising on each side of us to as snicb as 17,000 feet. The sun 
rose with a bang out of the north-east over the snow-covered peaks of the 
Caucasus just as we passed over Xiflis, midway between the Caspian and 
Black Seas. From Sochi to Minsk. Minsk, a city of approximately 1/2 
million, was beautiful and very inspiring since it bad been completely 
destroyed by the fiersMms in U. W. II, less than twenty years ago. Then to 
Leningrad, the only Buropean and s»ost charming city that we saw in U.S.S.R. 
And so, back to Moscow for a final five days at the Hotel Ukraine which 
we spent checking up on previous information and having individual 
conferences with key officials. 1 bad a particularly worthwhile conference 
one afternoon with an official of the Ministry of Higher Education. 

At Kasan we were in the capital of the Autonomous Tatar Republic; 
at Alsia-Ata (father of the apple) we were in the capital of Kazakhstan; 
at Tashkent, the capital city of Usbekistan; Sochi is in the Georgian 
Republic; and Minsk is the capital of the Belorussian S.S.R. 

We visited all types of educational institutions; and two collective 
fanss, one near Alma-Ata and one near Tashkent. Sochi is the Atlantic City 
of the Soviet Union and has be«i taken over by palatial rest centers for 
workers from all over the Union; beautiful but no sand beach. 1 bad my only 
•vim in the Soviet Union there, but under difficulties. He secured 
interesting insights into the leisure life of the Soviet worker,- his 
tastes and compulsions. 

Some general estiatates or conclusions concerning the itMBS which 
impressed me most: 

1. This is the first culture I have eiqierienced idxere there is 
absolute equality between men and woemn. (When I said this to a charming 
Parisienne, her reply was: *%>w awful ."’). The relationship between boya 
and girls is something to see and to eonq>rehend: great dignity end greet 
respect for msch other. At every desk in school, one girl, one boy. As a 
professor of psychology at the University of Leningrad said to me, (she hac 
been a soldier in the defense of Leningrad in W. H. II): "With us, boys 

and girls, men and women, are partners. We are partners in education; 
partners in love; and partners in work." And they are. No evidence of, 
nor interest in, sex appeal. Considered, I believe, vary bad form. When I 
asked a msBd»er of the U.S.S.R. Embassy in Washington why there seenmd tc 
be no evidence of sex appeal in entertainment in the Soviet Union similsr 
to that in the U.S.A. or in France, his reply was sia^ly; "With us, it is 
something sacred." PERIOD. 
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2. 1 w>uld venture to any that whatever you hear about propresa o£ 

education^ technology, health, and general welfare in U,8.S.fi., you can 
safely naultlply by 2. It appears that people in the UoS.Ao al^ly don’t 
want to know what la going cm in the Soviet Union. I would not wi^h to live 
in the Soviet Union and I don't know of laany people idio wwjld,- the tenai<ma 
are continuoue and strenuous; but it is iiqiortant for us to realise that 
practically all that they have accoi^llahed has been done in the last fcrtv- 
one years; and that for tens of millions of people, they*'ra never had It 
so good. 


3. The moat dynamic element in the whole educational and technological 
situation is the institution called "The Academy of Science," and by aciMiue 
they mean all knowledge. ®hia is subsidisation by the State of the bear 
brains. An academy of science is a regular part of the educational set- 
up in each r^ublic, and the republic ecedemies find their apex in the 
U.S.S.Ro Academy of Science which is in Hoscow. Talented individuals, wsm 
have proven their worth through productive research activity, are given -m 
income for life end co^^lete freedom to conduct their research whec, s«. 

end how they wish,- the subsidization by the State of Basic Research i 

conducted by the top brains of the country. The individual masd>er of tha / 
academy does not have to bother about pushing through his annual budgat, f 
tha only question is, bow much doae he need ? It is iaq;»resaion !:hat the / 
Soviet Union is setting the pace for the rest of the world in technloues / 
for the development and mobilisation of intalligsnca. 

4. The genius behind the Russian revolution end the subsequent 4f 
years of progress was Lenin. 1C seems to me that we have heard too much 
about Marx and Engels and not enough about Lenin and his wifa, Krupskaya 
Between them, they planned Mid got under way tha whole educational syatMn, • 
from nurseries for children six months old. «diose mothers ere workers, 
right up through the ecedemies of science, and including the Young Pioneers, 
the Young Coonumist League, end the Communiat Party organization. iCalinin, 
who later became the first President of the Supreme Soviet, was an aducetic:aal 
phlloaopher end planner. Lenin was the son of a superintendent of achooia 
and a very highly educated mother. In school, he made straight A's Hi* 
genius wee not only in th»>ry and planning, but in action. Gorky urn hi# 
great friend and co-planner of cultural devalepmant. Lanin's conflicted 
writings, speeches, etc. fill 30 volusias (in szist good Party msmbera’ of fleas}. 

5. The university end college students were a wonderfully vital, 
enthusiestic, end friendly group of youngsters. Host of them cosm from 
parents «dio were illiterete before the revolution. They are very ZKich con- 
cerned about world peace. They are worried about us. They were moi^e anxious 
Chat we carry their friendly greetings to American students, and to essu e 
American youth that Soviet students went peace. 

b. I was unable to discern soy evidence of a crack in the RL-amlln / 

well; of any unrest; of any tendency to rise up and throw off the yoke. I 

There definitely appeared to be no chance of success for anyerna who aighc 1 
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want to try It, It was ay In^rasslon that the people generally feel that 
conditions are iaqtroving gradually; they are looking ahead for five, ten, 
fifteen, or twenty years. They feel coe^pletely ctmfident about achieving 
a quality of life aad a standard of living as high as ours, but they accept 
the fact that it will take tine, and perhaps soae suffering, and that life 
is still pretty rigorous. It saasMd like society in essentially a pioneer 
stage. Housing is still scarce but it la reUtively cheap. Plenty of 
food. Apart from being reasonably neat, people seeoMsd Indifferent about 
dress. 


7. 1 would personally recoosBend John Gunther's INSIOS RUSSIA TODAY. 
I took it with BM. Have read a good deal of it. Several nen&ers of our 
party read it coapletely. There are a few inaccuracies, but in general, 
it seesis to SMI to be a trasiendous Job,- reliable and enjoyable. As you 
may know, it is expected that we shall get out an official report of our 
trip during the next few months. 


APDEMDUH 


We left Hoscow, Friday amrning, June 6, in e TU-104, the super- jet 
comiiierciel platM, snd arrived in Brussels just three hours later, 
epproxiisetely 1,600 miles. A thrilling trip out over Riga, the Baltic, 
aouthern Sweden, then right smack over the center of Copenhagen (though 
25,000 feet up), out across the lower Worth See, over Amsterdam, Antwerp, 
to Brussels. 

I had a full afternoon snd evsnlng at the World's Fair. The U S.S.R 
exhibit was like a kick in tha stomach,- I thought, superb for its purpose. 
The U.S.A. exhibit was, I thought, vary bad. I am unable to appreciate how 
a tour-de-force in lendscspe architecture represents ths spirit end power 
of the United States of faeries. My award to the U. 8. exhibit would bo 
tha largest pansy I could find. After the shock of the American trevasty, 
it was reassuring to go through tha British Industrial exhibit. I had over 
half-an-hour with one of the engineers in charge of building the new atomic 
powered electric power station at Branwell, England. It wuLd be mjr estlma?. 
that the British have what it takes to stand up to the Russians in world 
compatition. The Vatican exhibit was trsmcndously interesting. Thtt th«ie 
was the soul of man vs. the barbed wire of cosmuaist oppression. As you 
enter this exhibit, the central aad only figure in the main foyer is 
Rodin's THD9KSR 1® general, the Fair was much better than I bad expected, 
being ten^eramentelly anti-fairs. However a full afternoon and evening we* 
plenty for me. 

So, Saturday nomiag, after a visit with sn old friend who hss s 
major responsibility fos the U.S. exhibit at the Fair, I took off far PSrie, 
arriving there about 3:00 p.m. just after several light afternoon thunder- 
showers.. My first visit to Paris. 
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C«r&aiBly, without any quaatlon, in aarly Juna, tha noot baautiful 
city in tha world. All tha tiaa I was thara. tha waatbar waa aunny and 
balmy; the aky waa that particular ll^t blua with puffy white clouds; / 

the people aeaoad busy, ffaaaonably gay, and not at all concemad about tha | 
state of tha nation. A delightful cocktail party tha evening I arrived,- 
mat a crosa^sactlon of professional people and soma in public affairs. 

Sunday morning, I %»s out early whan there was practically no <ma 
on tha streets; walked from La Grand Hotel (an old but vary comfortable 
hotel on Place da 1 'Opera) down tha Rue da la Pain, through the Place 
Vandome, through tha Tullarias, tha Place da la Concorde, across the Pone 
de la Concorde, and in a wide arc along tha Boulevard Saint Oarmdb, up 
around tha University, Cafe aux Dan* Maggots, and so back down to tha River 
and Notre Dame. Stopped in at the Louvre. Give me tha Winged Victory aad 
you can have all tha rest, including Venus da Milo and Mona Lisa. In all. 
a stroll of about eight miles. 

Sunday afternoon, I was driven out toward Chantilly. Visited a 
Cultural Center in an old abbey, which is n«# a eantar for creative 
musicians,- much like tha MacDowall Colony in Peterborough, New Uampshir®. 
Than attended tha annual garden party given by La Ouchesse da Hoaillas after 
tha races at Chantilly,- much like tha spring garden parties in Baltimore. 

AU Khan, many other ambassadors, and practically everybody irt»o was anybody 
in Paris were thara. On the way back to town, stopped at Montmartre for a 
look around, and then supper at La Tour d 'Argent. 

Monday morning, tha delegation siet at tha 0,8. Embassy, which is 
- just off tha Place da la Concorde. Wa had quite a staff masting, ai^ tb<M 
took off for Unesco Headquarters, where wa had a pleasant and profitable 
meeting with the top staff msRi>ar8. Managed to spend more than an hour at 
the Rodin Musatan Just before wa want to the airport. Took off from Orly 
in a Boeing Stratocruisar, and had a vary ccafortabla trip to Haw Tork. 
Arrived back in Washington at 10:45 a.m., Tuesday, Juna 10. 

A tremendously interesting and woat worthwhile five weeks in every 
respect. This should be the beginning of some very iavortant contacts 
between educators in U.S.A, end U.S.S.R. We ware cordially received 
^y^fyifhers. The educators of the Soviet Union set an extremely high standard 
of hospitality for us to reach in receiving the Soviet delegation here in 
October . 


QUCTATIOH MOT AOTaORlZED FOR AMY PURPOSE OR UWPER A MY CIRCUMSTAMCBS 
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